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Cobb, Howell (1815-68), American public official, was born in Jefferson co., Ga. He was governor of Georgia (1851-3); and secretary of the Treasury in the Cabinet of President Buchanan (1857-60). An ardent advocate of slavery, he resigned from the Cabinet to become president of the congress that adopted the Confederate Constitution.

Cobb, Irvin Shrewsbury (1876-1944), American author and humorist; born in Pa-ducah, Ky. He served as a special writer on the staff of The Evening Sun (1904-5) and of The Evening World and Sunday World (1905-11), In 1911 he became staff contributor to The Saturday Evening Post, and was travelling in Europe for that periodical when the great war of 1914 broke out. His published works include two volumes of humor, Cobb's Anatomy (1912) and Cobb's Bill of Fare (1913); Europe Revised (1914) and The Paths of Glory (1915), based on his European experiences; All Aboard (1928).

Cobb, John R. (1901- ), English sportsman. In 1938, at Bonneville, Utah, he established world automobile speed record, which was beaten the following day by Capt. Eyston. On August 23, 1939, at same place, Cobb with his "Railton Red Lion" made a new world record 368.85 m.p.h.

Cobbett, William (1762-1835), English political writer and reformer, was born in Farnham, Surrey. In 1802 he started his famous Weekly Political Register. But Tory first, it altered its politics in 1804, till it became the determined opponent of the government and the uncompromising champion of Radicalism. In 1817 Cobbett came to the United States on a second visit, to escape prosecution, and lived on Long Island, N. Y., but returned to England two years afterward, taking with him the body of Tom Paine, which he had caused to be exhumed. A vigorous and original writer, Cobbett 'might be said to have the cleverness of Swift, the naturalness of Defoe, and the picturesque satirical description of Mandeville' (Hazlitt). His books include: A Year's Residence in the United States of America (1818); Rural Rides (1830), his best book; and a great number of political pamphlets and other writings. Consult Life by himself; Lives by his son, and by R. Huish, Edward Smith, and R. Waters; E. J. Carlyle's Study (1904); Melville's Life and Letters

(1913)-

Cobden, Richard (1804-65), English statesman, 'the Apostle of Free Trade,' was born in Heyshott, Sussex. In 1835 he visited the United States, and in 1836-7 travelled in

Turkey, Greece, and Egypt. The result of bis travels appeared in two pamphlets, England, Ireland, and America (1835), and Russia (1836). The dominating thought of Cobden's political writings was the necessity of free economic intercourse between nations, and, as a consequence, the futility of the old ideas of the balance of power, and the folly of war. His first public appearances were identified with the crusade against the Corn Laws, After seven years of hard work on the part of the league, the Corn Laws were repealed (see CORN LAWS).

He started a propaganda on the Continent where, among the leading statesmen, historians, and economists, he endeavored to spread true views on social progress, economic reform, and international relations. During his absence he was elected both for Stockport and the West Riding of Yorkshires; he chose the latter constituency, which he continued to represent till 1857. Cobden began ti agitate in and out of Parliament in favor of a peace policy, the reduction of armaments and the acceptance of arbitration to settle international disputes. In reconstructing his Cabinet, Lord Palmerston offered him a seat, but Cobden declined. As Her Majesty's plenipotentiary (1859-60) he arranged and concluded a treaty of commerce with France. He spoke out strongly in favor of the North during the American Civil War, and in 1864 strenuously opposed intervention in favor of Denmark. He was the first political thinker who grasped in its entirety, and endeavored to translate into legislation, the comprehensive theory of civilization that not only the economic but the universal interests of nations are not antagonistic, but harmonious. Consult Speeches (ed. John Bright and Thorold Rogers); Mor-ley's Life (new ed. 1908) ; Ashworth's Recollections; MacCunn's Six Radical Thinkers (1910).

Cobham, Lord. See Oldcastle, Sir John.

Coblenz.   See Koblenz.

Cobnut, a name given to some of the largest and finest cultivated varieties of the Hazelnut. The species most commonly referred to is Corylus tubulosa, or great cob. In the West Indies the name given to the fruit of Omphalea triandra, a tree of the natural order Euphorbiacese. Its white juice turns black on drying, and in Guiana is used as ink.

Cobra, or Cobra de (da, di) Capello ('hooded snake'), a widely distributed poisonous snake (Naja tripudians), occurring